A Message

from

Our Office

Insuring a teen driver is often an additional
cost for many parents. Many companies
consider drivers under the age of 25 a
higher risk and this often translates into
higher premiums.

This brochure offers some tips from The
West Virginia Offices of the Insurance
Commissioner to help you get the best

value for your auto insurance dollar.

If you have any questions or need
additional information, please contact The
WV Offices of the Insurance Commissioner’s
Consumer Service Division toll-free at
888-TRY-WVIC or visit our website at
www.wvinsurance.gov
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According to the American Academy of Pediatrics,

one-third of deaths of people ages 16 to 20 are due
to motor-vehicle accidents. That’s more than 5,000
teens nationwide a year. Faced with those statistics,

it is important to view teen driving as a privilege, not

a right.

Lay the

Ground

Rules

Insuring a teen driver will result in additional costs for
you, no matter which insurance policy you choose.
However, how well your teen respects the privilege of
driving is a factor you can control. Lay some ground
rules for safe driving before your teen ever gets into the
driver’s seat. Set up driving rules, including:

¢ Hours that the teen can and cannot drive

e Number of friends allowed in the car at one time

e Number of miles teen is allowed to drive each day

* No cell phone calls or text messaging while driving

You may also want to consider setting up a driving contract
with your teen. The contract should clearly list the teen’s
duties and responsibilities when driving and caring for the

vehicle and should be signed by both of you.
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driver may raise your premiums considerably.
However, a modestly priced economy car with
liability coverage may be more appropriate for your
teen. Make sure you discuss options with your
insurance agent.

Give
Complete,

Correct
Information

When you call for a quote or fill out an application,
give complete and correct information, such as make,
model and year of the car the teen will be driving.
Since your premium quote will be based on this
information, it is very important that your information
be as accurate and complete as possible.



