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(WVOIC) regulates the state’s insurance industry, focusing
on consumers’ needs for available and affordable insurance
products offered by financially viable companies directly or
through knowledgeable producers.



For more information contact:

Jason L. Butcher

Public Information Specialist
304-558-6279 x1237
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

November 15, 2010

WEST VIRGINIA INSURANCE COMMISSION SET TO HOST FIRST OF SEVERAL
HEALTH INSURANCE EXCHANGE PUBLIC FORUMS
FAIRMONT, W.Va. – West Virginia Insurance Commissioner, Jane L. Cline, announced today that the West Virginia Offices of the Insurance Commissioner (WVOIC) will launch an information and stakeholder engagement campaign on the Health Insurance Exchange beginning in Fairmont at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 30 in the auditorium of the I-79 Technology Park Research Center.  The Health Insurance Exchange aims at organizing the health insurance market for business and individual consumers.  It will determine eligibility for public plans and subsidies; make health insurance selection easier by organizing health plan information; and conduct enrollment into a selected plan.

”Commissioner Cline, stated, “I believe that providing information and listening directly to stakeholders, as part of the design and development phase, is paramount for success of the Exchange; therefore, we are undertaking this project that will provide information to, and gather input from, stakeholders around the state.”  

These forums will educate the public about what is in the Affordable Care Act (ACA) concerning the Exchange; educate the public about what the West Virginia Offices of the Insurance Commissioner has accomplished to date with respect to exchange planning; outline critical areas where stakeholder input is needed; receive stakeholder input and gather public ideas on the Exchange; and develop community of interest policy groups to further develop exchange plans.

The WVOIC team encourages participation from as many people as possible and multiple methods of collecting input will be provided.
The tentative schedule for other Health Insurance Exchange public forums to take place is shown below:

Huntington, December 2, 2010 
Wheeling, December 7, 2010

Beckley, December 14, 2010

Shepherdstown, January 6, 2011

Charleston, January 20, 2011 

For directions to the Fairmont Health Insurance Exchange public forum: http://wvhtf.org/about/directions/fairmont.asp
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